


F 79372-SH 
ME cN 361 
@@ jtrenton, NJ 08625 


MCU 






RICHARD WILLIAMS | 


... serving 45 years for the actions of 
the United Freedom Front, Richard was 
acquitted of Sedition in November 1989. 


Richard is in total isolation, denied 
all contact visits, in Trenton, New 
Jersey, where he will be retried for 
the shooting of a state trooper. 


POLITICAL PRISONER RICHARD WILLIAMS 


is serving a federal sentence of 45 years for the bombings of US and South 
African military and corporate buildings. In September 1990, he faces a 
second trial for the shooting death of New Jersey State Trooper Philip 
Lamonaco in December 1981. The first trial ended in a mistrial with the jury 
deadlocked and a majority of them voting for acquittal. Thomas Manning 
explained during the first trial that he had been stopped by Trooper 
Lamonaco on Route 80 and identified as a poltical fugitive. The trooper shot 
at Tom, and Tom fired back, killing the trooper in self-defense. Tom Manning 
is now serving multiple life sentences, isolated in acontrol unit, at Trenton 
State Prison. Richard Williams was not present on Route 80 and the only 
reasons for a second trial are official malice and vindictiveness. Richard 
Williams, along with Raymond and Patricia Levasseur were acquitted in 
November 1989 of SeditiousConspiracy, in an expensive, two-year federal 
trial in Springfield, Massachusetts. 


“It is clear that there are two sets of 

laws when it comes to the handling of 

political prisoners, that even the 

courts uphold. There is the written 

law and there is the unwritten law 

that the authorities practice in their 

special treatment of me and hundreds 

of others like me in US prisons.” 
Richard Williams 

April 1990 


FRIENDS OF RICHARD WILLIAMS 


look at this trial as part of the continuing effort by the US government to 
deny the reality of political prisoners and keep them locked away in 
isolation. The Human Rights violations suffered by the hundreds of political 
prisoners in the USA make a long and saddening list. They are held isolated in 
control units, denied contact with family members and children, refused 
medical treatment and physically abused in the name of security. 


We are ready to tell Richard Williams’ side of the story: to make his life as a 
revolutionary and his ideas of social justice a part of this upcoming trial. 


FRIENDS OF RICHARD WILLIAMS 


40 Lispenard Street New York City 10013 212-226-5565 





‘RICHARD WILLIAMS 


I am 4] years old, born November 4, 1947 in Beverly, Ma. which 
is a small coastal town 20 miles north of Boston. I am the 
oldest of 2 children in my family. My sister who is 6 years 
younger that I is now married and has 2 children. I am a 
divorced father of 3 children--Netdake who is 12, Henekis who 
is 9 and Richard who is 18 by a previous Marriage.My father was 
a machine operator and my mother was a seamstress and factory 
worker. She also took in foster children for a while. My parent 
separated shortly after my sister was born. My mother, sister 
and I went to live in a cold water apartment. Money was very 
tight. Back then welfare was very different. There weren't food 
stamps but we were given government strplus food such as powdered 
milk (which I never got used to) velveta cheese, spam and 
peanutbutter, For a long time I viewed those things as a treat 
as we were lucky to get them. My mother was made to feel like 
she was a beggar when it came to applying for welfare so she did everything she could to not 
have to go down to city hall and ask for assistance. She got very little support from my father. 
My mother made sure we got food to eat but I know that she went without herself Many times to 
feed us. I can remember going to bed with my mother and sandwiching my infant sister between us 
and hugging to stay warm on cold winter nights. Peer and parental pressure and the frustration 
of trying to make ends meet when there was no way she could, forced my mother to reconcile with 
my father against her will. In the space of two years I went from a rat Crap apartment to a one- 
family home. I had moved 4 times in that space of time and had attended 3 different elementary 
schools. My father had a drinking problem and he was violent at times especially with my mother 
and me, My sister was spared the violence as he knew he wouldn't get away wich it. Needless to 
say he and I did not get along well and I was getting wild. I went to school only up to the 
lith grade having missed a year due to a stint in reform school. I left home at 18 and went 
to live in Boston. Beverly was basically an all-white city at the cime and it was a very racist 
environment. When I went to reform school at 15 I had my eyes opened up and my prejudices 
blown away. I met kids of all different colors and got along with them fine. I had nor previousl 
had the opportunity to know many black people. And being a product of my surroundings I had 
many racist attitudes. It is hard for any white person brought up in NOrch America to say they 
areabsolutely free of racism but I will say I lost a lot of my racist attitudes there in reform 
school. I really liked some of those kids regardless of their color. So upon getting out of 
there and returning to Beverly I found it very stifling, very small town, very racist. I had 
outgrown many of their petty attitudes. I just sort of marked time until I was I8 at which time 
I left, as I had previously said. Shortly after leaving home and only a few weeks after curning 
18 I received my draft notice. I did not go in for my physical. I wasn't really politically 
motivated at the time but I did not understand the war and I wasn't going. At the cime--1966--I 
Was pert of the counter-culture. Tune in, turn on, drop out. It was the hippy era. Ic was a fun 
time for me. I met many good people and had a real mellow time of it. But it didn't last. At 
20 I was arrested for drugs of which one drug, Marijuana, was a felony at the time in 
Massachusetts even though it was under an ounce. After spending two months in jail I was 
brought to trial and was basically told by the judge that if I consented to Sign up for the 
armed forces that my arrest would be expunged from the record. The choice I had was that or six 
months in jail. I took the six months in jail without a qualm because then I was totally 
against the war and because of the felony conviction I was exempted from eligibility. I continuec 
to get into trouble until I went to prison in 197] sentenced to 7-15 years for a robbery. After 
I got into the prison and had settled down to do my time I came to realize that if I didn't 
change my outlook, my values and goals I would stay on in an endless cycle of in and out of jail 
I started with trying to better the conditions around me (the prison) which were terrible. I 
also began to read alot, something I had never really done before. I applied my newfound 
knowledge. I became a prison activist. Hence I spent alot of time locked in my cell for supposed 
infractions and for participatinf in work and food strikes. My polétics were formed on the hard 
edge of prison struggles of the early '70's--Attica, George and Jonathan Jackson and so on. I 
helped establish a clandestine inner prison lending library made up of books sent to me and 





others by different bookstores who at the time sent free books to prisoners. Many were politica 
books. I was part of study groups that met to discuss the books we read. I was elected chair- 
person of the short-lived inside New England Prisoners’ Association of New Hampshire State 
Prison. So after 5 years of lock ups, ship outs and of helping in a small way to better 
conditions inside I was let out. I got out with the clothes on my back, $80 and not much else. 
With the initial help of my friends and my own initiative I began life on the outside again 

but I was a different person from when I went in. Recidivism which is very high is at its 
highest right after a prisoner gets out. Because after a stint in jail it's easier for someone 
to fall back to the old ways because it's all they know. It takes alot of determination to 
start up new and forget the old ways and not fall back on them when the going gets tough which 
it invariably will. That's why many people go back to prison so soon after getting out because 
they go back to the way they know best--cthe same thing that got them in in the first place. 
There are just not that many incentives to want to change. Soon after I got out I went to work 
for New England Free Press for a period of almost 2 years. After that I worked as a spraypainte 
carpenter and mover. I did not affiliate myself with any political group arrorganizations but I 
did make it a point to chack out the various groups in the Boston area. While I was in prisor 

I had formed definiti- views on armed struggle. Views that I tested out on these various 
groups. I found out chat while many people supported armed struggle abroad they wouldn't even 
want to seriously discuss it in context to armed struggle here in the United States-- inside 
the belly of the beast, the importer of world-wide violence and terror. I'm proud to say 

that I participated in the Amandla Concert in Harvard Stadium in July of 1979. It was a 

benefit for the aid of Southern Africa liberation forces starring Bob Marley and the Wailers, 
Tito Puente and Olatungi. My mind was made up even when I was in prison that I would join 

the armed clandestine movement at the first opportunity. And if I had to wait for some years 
to do it then I would wait but I never lost sight that I would eventually join ic. I went 
underground at the beginning of 198! and was captured on November 
4, 1984 on my 37th birthday. I have been in prison for 4 years now. 
Two years ago I and 5 othetst.were convicted of bombing various 
military reserves and corporate headquattess of some of the worst 
multi-national companies such as IBM and Union Carbide. I recieved 
some 45 years. I am presently in Hartford going to trial in 
Springfield for Seditious Conspiracy and RICO. After the trial I 

am to go for a retrial in New Jersey probably in 1990 for the death 
of a New Jersey State Trooper. The first trial was ruled a mistrial 
when 7 of the 12 jurors voted for my acquital. We continue Co 

fight these charge to the best of our ability in and out of court 
even though it seems endless at time. 

We will win-- 

Venceremos! 





Richard Williams 
79372-SH 

CN 861 

Trenton, NJ 08625 


FRIENDS OF RICHARD WILLIAMS 


40 Lispenard Street New York City 10013 212-226-5565 


POLITICAL PRISONER RICHARD WILLIAMS 


I am in my sixth year of a 45 year federal prison sentence 
for the actions of THE UNITED FREEDOM FRONT, including bombings 
of corporations which support and prop up the apartheid regime in 
South Africa, of major arms developers for the illegal US wars in 
Central America and of US military installations. Tom Manning and 
I are part of the group known as the OHIO 7. In 1986-1987 Tom and 
I were tried in Somerville, New Jersey for the death of a state 
trooper in 1981. Tom was sentenced to life plus 30 years while the 
jury was divided on my case, with the majority voting for my 
acquittal. Ray and Pat Levasseur and I fought a long trial in 
1988-1989 for Seditious Conspiracy (trying to overthrow the govern- 
ment) and RICO in Springfield, Massachusetts. We were acquitted 
by the jury. Now New Jersey is preparing to try me a second time 
for the death of the trooper in 1981. 


The New Jersey murder charges come from a confrontation 
between Tom Manning and Trooper Lamonaco on Route 80 in December 
of 1981. Tom explained during our last trial that when he was 
stopped on the highway by the trooper he was recognized as a political 
fugitive and that he was forced to defend himself when the trooper 
opened fire on him. He also told them that I was not with him at 
the time of the confrontation. And yet I am not only accused of 
being there but of actually doing the shooting. Not one witness 
to the shooting places me at the scene. I am tied to this confron- 
tation by spurious circumstantial evidence and the desire of the 
government to criminalize political prisoners. Tom and I had been 
active in the Armed Clandestine Movement for some years. We fought 
and continue to fight for social justice, self-determination of 
captive nations within the US borders, and against apartheid. We 
support a free Puerto Rico and have protested US crimes in Central 
America and throughout the world using every means available to us. 





Prosecutors in this case know that I did not kill the trooper. 
At the end of the first trial they asked that the judge amend the 
indictment and delete the part which names me as the shooter. After 
maintaining throughout the trial that I was the one they attempted 
to change the charges after it was shown that I could not have done 
it. They still sought a murder conviction but they hoped to base 
it on my association with Tom and the Armed Clandestine Movement. 
The judge could not allow the last-minute changes although he clearly 
wanted to do so. While the jury did not accept Tom's explanation 
that he had acted in self-defense, the majority voted for my acquittal. 
A mistrial was declared and now I am to be retried on the same exact 
charges, with the prosecutors again contending that I killed the 
trooper. 


I will be tried in thesame court in Somerville, New Jersey 
by the same judge, and the trial is likely to begin in the spring 
of 1991. In the first trial, Judge Imbriani denied us the funds 
to pay our lawyers and to hire independent experts to examine the 
circumstantial evidence. William Kunstler and Ron Kuby defended 
Tom and Lynne Stewart defended me Pro Bono, without payment. Lynne 
Stewart is now preparing to do the retrial also without payment. 


FRIENDS OF RICHARD WILLIAMS 
40 Lispenard Street New York City 10013 212-226-5565 


While they rejected Tom's appeal of his conviction, the New Jersey 
Supreme Court recognized that Judge Imbriani was in error in his 
refusal of funds for the defense for expert witnesses to contest 

the circumstantial evidence. This Supreme Court decision opens 

the door for me to have independent experts paid for by the state 
examine the evidence against me in the second trial. The New Jersey 
Attorney General's office has stated that they will appeal any such 
order from the court for funds. The judge has not ruled on this 
issue yet, but he must be guided by the high court and order the 
funds before the next trial can proceed. 


The prosecutor, on the other hand, has just recently paid 
a company in California to do DNA analysis on three strands of 
fabric with traces of blood which were found in Tom's car 9 years 
ago. These three strands were given to the FBI for testing and the 
FBI reported that there not a sufficient quantity for testing. Not 
satisfied, New Jersey shopped around and hired a comapny in 
California which agreed to do the testing. The company claims that 
the blood traces are consistent with the blood type of tens of 
millions of caucasian people. With this thin justification, the 
state of New Jersey wants to take more bood samples from Tom and 
me. They have petitioned the court to be allowed to forcibly take 
blood samples for a comparison. They took blood samples from us 
both before that first trial, and Tom was seriously injured in the 
process. They are desperately trying to tie me to this case. And 
again the state prosecutor is using experts to present a false 
picture to the jury. It comes as no suprise that they are doing all 
they can to prevent an impartial examination of their evidence. 


This trial is not just about the death of a state trooper. 
It is about the state's continuing efforts to frame and persecute 
two people who havedared to raise their voices and their fists 
against the government's criminality. It is about the government, 
in turn, trying to criminalize a movement, to suppress and bury 
alive two people who have dedicated their lives to working for 
a world in which all peoples can live safely, with justice and 
dignity. 


Since being captured, all of the OHIO 7 have undergone 
various forms of solitary confinement and extra-legal treatment 
Guring our incarceration. After my capture and being brought to 
Trenton 6 years ago, I have been kept in isolation from all other 
prisoners here. I am in the Management Control Unit, the MCU, and 
even within a control unit, I am kept in lockdown status. I only 
get out of my cell for two hours every other day for solitary 
recreation. No one is allowed near my cell and no one is allowed 
to talk to me. I am strip searched, handcuffed and put under 
heavy escort whenever I am taken out of my cell. Even my immediate 
family members have been denied a contact visit with me. For 
my visits I am placed in a cage reserved for death-sentenced 
prisoners and talk over a telephone to my visitor on the other 
side of a heavy glass partition. Anyone who chooses to visit me 
must first apply to the prison authorities in writing for permission. 
If it is granted they must then call 24 hours in advance to make 
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an appointment. 
photographed and thumbprinted. 
this process. 


Upon entering the prison, they must submit to being 
Only my visitors are made to go through 


These restrictions are designed to further isolate and silence 


me. 


The prison claims that I do not fall under normal rules for 


prisoners, and that because of security concerns they can apply 
arbitrary and illegal treatment to me. Security is a common excuse 
the government uses when they single out political prisoners for 


harsh and extra-legal treatment. 


We have no rights in their eyes. 


In court last June, I objected to the judge about my prison conditions 


and restrictions and he said, "What 
overthrow the government. You have 
up against in New Jersey and I need 
fight this case. If you would like 
information, please contact FRIENDS 
Lispenard Street, New York City, NY 


You may write to me, Richard Williams 


do you expect, you tried to 

no rights." That's what I'm 
all the support I can get to 
to help out or would like more 
OF RICHARD WILLIAMS, at 40 
10002 or call 212-226-5565. 
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Interview with RICHARD WILLIAMS by Rick Lines 
on CKLN Radio, Toronto - July 30, 1991 


Your retrial on these charges is coming up this fall and to 
start off could you give us an update on the trial status 
and a description of the charges. 


My second trial, the retrial, will begin September 23rd. 
That's when we're going to start picking the jury. We 
figure that might take a week or two and immediately after 
that we'll start the trial, which will be sometime in the 
beginning of October. The trial should take about two 
months. 


The charges stem from the death of a state trooper in 
December 1981 in New Jersey on Route 80. The charges 
specifically are murder anda related robbery and escape. 
It sounds like more than what it is. The prosecution came 
up with this hypothesis that Tommy (Manning) stole his gun 
back, but I don't even want to get into that. It all has to 
do with the death of the trooper. There was no robbery as in 
a store being robbed or anything. They're all rolled into 
the death of the state trooper. 


This is the second trial, as you said before. We were tried 
at the end of 1986 and 1987 in Somerville, New Jersey - 
that's where the new trial will be held as well - in front 


of “the same judge, judge Imbriani. At that trial Tom 


(Manning) was convicted of felony murder charges and was 
sentenced to life in prison plus ten, I think. Five or ten. 
When you get life it's hard to keep track of anything after 
that. I got a hung jury, which means that they couldn't 
come to a unanimous decision. To be convicted or acquitted 
the jury has to be unanimous. The majority of the jurors 
voted for my acquittal, but because they weren't unanimous 
that makes it a mistrial. We're hoping to win the second 
time around. The state has come up with some new blood 
testing, DNA testing, that is very dubious and is just 
something more to add into the trial to try to convict me. 
At the end of the last trial, the prosecution asked the 


‘judge if they could change the indictment and delete where 
it named me specifically as shooting the cop. In essence 


what that's saying is that they know that I didn't shoot the 
cop, but I'm still being retried on these charges. 


In political trials in the united states it is common for 
the state to try and prosecute the defendants as many times 
as possible - in order to both "send a message" to other 
activists as well to try to set precedents which can be used 
in future political prosecutions. We've certainly seen this 
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with you and your comrades, the- OHIO 7, who have all been 
tried a number of separate times - in the case of the 
Seditious Conspiracy/RICO trial in Springfield you were 
tried on many of the same specific charges which you had 
been previously prosecuted. How many trials have you been 
through at this point and how long have you been imprisoned 
awaiting the retrial? 


I was captured on November 4, 1984 which happened to be my 
birthday - happy birthday, right - so I've been in almost 
seven years. We had a trial ‘in Brooklyn on specific bombing 
charges in 1985-86. That trial took about six months. We 
were all convicted of various charges, ranging from at the 
most 53 years and the women getting 15 years. Then Tommy 
and I were tried in New Jersey on the cop shooting, and I've 
just explained that trial. Then we were all taken up to 
Boston and they were going to try us in Boston but through a 
lot of struggle we got a change of venue. They kept it in 
the same district but they moved it to Springfield, 
Massachusetts because basically the judge agreed that there 
had been too much publicity. 


The Springfield trial took a year to pick the jury anda 
year for the trial. In the process of picking the jury the 
judge and the prosecution worked it out that having all of 
us there was really too bulky - too hard for them to try the 
case - so the judge basically asked the prosecution if 
they'd like to cut loose some of us who were doing large 
amounts of time already, so that's what happened. Carol 
(Manning) pleaded guilty to adeal - she didn't rat on 
anybody or anything she just pleaded guilty to charges and 
was sentenced. Barbara's (Curzi Laaman's) charges were 
dropped. The charges against Tom and Jaan (Laaman) were 
Gropped because they both had a large amount of time, Jaan 
having 48 years ona state charge and 53 years on federal 
Charges. They figure he's going to be jammed up for quite a 
while. It was only Ray (Levasseur) and I who had only had 
the federal charges against us, That trial lasted two 
years. This is my fourth trial coming up, which we think 
will take a couple of months. So I've been busy. 


Of course the Seditious Conspiracy/RICO trial in Springfield 
ended with the acquittal of yourself and your comrades Ray 
Levasseur and Patricia Gros Levasseur. 


The funny thing about that was that we were charged with 
Seditious Conspiracy and RICO charges. RICO is basically 
Criminal charges, racketeering charges, which we strongly 
denied. The Seditious Conspiracy charges were basically 


‘political charges, and going into that trial we saw the most 


important charges to fight were the RICO charges. If we 
were to be convicted of anything, the Seditious Conspiracy 
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would be the lesser of the charges to be convicted of. We 
don't look at Seditious Conspiracy as being criminal 
charges, although they specifically are to the state. We 
fought all the charges and what happened was that we were 
found not guilty of the Seditious Conspiracy and we had a 
hung jury on the RICO charges, but the trial took two years. 
It was a defeat for the prosecution and they decided not to 
retry us on the RICO charges. So it was a victory. 


The state has shown quite plainly over the past number of 
years that one of its main counterinsurgency strategies is 
the attempt to create a situation where it can define 
political opposition itself as criminal activity. It was 
Clear in the Seditious Conspiracy/RICO trial that the state 
was attempting to use yourself and your comrades as a test 
case to try ‘anā expand the "legal" parameters of 
"Criminality" into political activities, whether above- 
ground "legal" activities or clandestine activities. 


That was our main task in these trials, and still is even in 
this new trial. They always tried to say "This isn't a 
political trial", even in the Seditious Conspiracy trial. 
Now I don't what a political trial is if you charge somebody 
with trying to overthrow the government by force of arms - 
and that's not a political] trial? That's sedition. That's 
treason actually, and we put that to them. We said, "Why 
don't you try us for treason?" But they tried to downplay 
the politics and tried to say it was a straight criminal 
trial, and our major task in all these trials has been to 
fight criminalization. That has been first and foremost. 
Of course we want to win the case, but you're duelling on 
the enemy's ground. 


We do have faith in people and we do have faith in the jury 
itself. I don't know if I have faith in the: jury system and 
the courts the way they are, but we do have faith in the 
jury as people. We always try to talk to and work with the 


_jury, and it's worked out sometimes. In the Seditious 


Conspiracy/ RICO trial, if you want to go by their laws, we 
were guilty because we were charged under RICO with some of 
the same things that we were charged with and convicted of 
in Brooklyn. In the Seditious Conspiracy/RICO trial they 
only needed to have two convictions of those same charges we 
had been convicted of in Brooklyn to show a pattern of 
"Criminal" activity, i.e. RICO. But we were able to talk to 
the jury, explain to them our politics and let them see a 
little bit of ourselves, and they chose not to convict us of 
the RICO charges. 


I think they did it, basically, because they believed in us. 
These were just basically white middle class people, and we 
were able to actually get to them and show that we were at 
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least sincere. If they didn't agree with our politics, at 
least were sincere and the government throughout the trial 
Showed how Insincere they were. They did a lot of lying and 
a lot of manufacturing of stuff and we were able to bring 
that out. They have to show some of their true colours in 
front of a jury to try and convict you, and it is very 
vindictive what they're doing. In a comparison between us 
and the prosecution the jury went with us. They weren't 
going to convict us. 


And after that trial yout were sent back to New Jersey to 
face the retrial this fall? 


Right. I was sent back here in December of 1989 and for 
Various reasons the prosecution stalled trying to get time 
to do this DNA blood testing, and then finally they did it 
this spring. Tommy and I refused to give blood but they 
basically took it. We fought them and they just got a whole 
bunch of guards and they were able to pin us down and strap 
us to a gurney and stick needles in us. 


Well, that leads into my next question about the conditions 
in Trenton State Prison, where both you and Tom Manning are 
being held. Tom is in the Management Control Unit (MCU) in 
Trenton and you were as well up until just recently. . There 
have been more and more reports coming out over the past 
year about the conditions at Trenton and the brutalization 
of the prisoners by the guards and the administration. What 
are the conditions which you are facing, especially since 
you" are held under a special status called Special Housing 
which in some ways places you in a different Situation than 
most of the other prisoners? 


They're turning Trenton into the maximum control prison for 
the state of New Jersey. Supposedly they send "the baddest 
of the bad" here and they've sectioned off parts of the 
prison and put up barbed wire and fencing, really turning it 
into a Control Unit. To put me. in a state prison - 
basically I should have been put ina county jail - the 
governor had to sign an executive emergency order basically 
declaring martial law in my case, which means it suspends my 
rights. So they sent me toa state prison. Normally you 
can't be sent to a state prison unless you're doing time, 
unless you've been convicted, and of course I haven't in the 
state of New Jersey. Originally when they send me here I 
hadn't been convicted of anything. 


In putting me here they labelled me Special Housing, 
basically a pre-trial status. With that Special Housing 
Status they have suspended all my rights which I would 
normally have a prisoner in Trenton State Prison. Not that 
we have a whole lot of rights but there is due process, 
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meaning that before they can sentence me to any isolation or 
‘segregation they have to give me a hearing. Well in my 
case, being Special Housing, there's no such thing as that. 
They don't give me hearings, they just do it. Even Tom, 
once he was convicted of the charges, they had to give hima 
hearing to put him in MCU. Basically what happened was that 
they put me in MCU for a number of years. 


This time around, when I came back, they put me in 
administra-tive segregation, which is a punishment unit, and 
I beefed about it. I said, “How can you put me in a 
punishment unit? TI haven't done anything wrong." So they 
shifted me off to the Protective Custody Unit which is a 
place where there's a whole lot of informers and people who, 
because of the crimes that they've done or because they've 
informed on people, are really not considered people. that 
the general population would let walk around without doing 
some serious harm to them. So they put me in the Protective 
Custody Unit, which 1 strongly objected to. It took me 
eight months, but I finally fought my way out of it and they 
put me in the Management Control Unit. It sounds weird to 
want to be there, but the Management Control Unit houses 
most of the political prisoners, and if I want to be kept 
any place it will be where other political prisoners are, 


A couple of months ago, they came in the middle of the night 
with the goon squad, which is a bunch of guards all dressed 
up in protective clothing and cameras, and took me and 
brought me here. I'm back in. Protective Custody. My status 
as Special Housing means basically -that they can punish me 
without having to give reasons for the punishment. They 
usually say, when you press them, that it's for matters of 
security or it's to protect the population from me - 
depending on who you talk to and what kind of mood they're 
in you get different stories. : 


Basically I'm in non-congregate status. What that means is 
that I'm not allowed to associate with any prisoner here. 
Basically that's solitary confinement, I'm even recreated 
alone. Being non-conagregate status I'm not eligible for any 
hobby programs, meaning that in general population and even 
in MCU if I wanted to paint or if I wanted to do different 
things for recreation in my cell, I'm not allowed to do 
that. I'm not allowed to associate with anybody, so I'm 
basically locked in my cell 24 hours a day except for two 
hours on alternate days when I'm put out for recreation. 
I'm put out into a yard all by myself and I'm recreated. 
Now recently they have brought in a couple of other people 
who are in Special Housing status and they go out to 
recreation with me. But basically I'm in a type of solitary 
confinement with no due process. I've appealed to the 
department of "corrections" and I get various answers back 
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like “You're pre-trial" or "You're a security risk", 
whatever. 
Ld 

My visitors have to get prior approval from the prison. If 
and when they are approved, and some people have been 
disapproved, If they're approved they must make an 
appointment 24 hours in advance to be able to come in and 
see me at a window visit, that's a non-contact visit. When 
they come into the prison they have to submit to a 
thumbprint and a photograph before they can come to see me. 
I'm allowed no contact visits whatsoever. Just for a point 
of reference, everybody else in the prison is allowed 
contact visits - MCU, everybody is allowed contact visits. 
Nobody's visitors have to make an appointment beforehand. - 
Anybody can come in and visit anybody in the prison, that 
includes MCU people. 


So my status is a status that is a special punishment, it 
seems logically if you look at it in a sane way - you can't 
really look at it in a sane way because their minds are not 
sane inthe way they rationalize their treatment of me. 
Basically I'm being punished for not being convicted. As I 
said, my co-defendant Tom, who has been convicted, has to be 
given due process before they take away his contact visits 
or before they can restrict his "freedom" within the 
confines of the prison. Not so with me. I'm alloved no 
hearings. I have no contact visits. My visits are through 
a telephone and a window, and that goes for family. I 
applied for my mother, who lives in Florida, to come up and 
seë me and I wanted a contact visit. They said she's status 
just -like everyone else. She comes in and she gets an hour 
at a window. So of course I said it's not worth it. My 
people don't have any money. For her to come up from 
Florida it would have to be a worthwhile visit, and I don't 
see an hour in front of a window with a telephone as a very 
worthwhile visit. | 


Other places where we've been held have allowed contact 


visits. All of us have had contact visits in other prisons 
where we've been held and at no time were there any problems 
with the contact visits. So this is basically to try and 
break my will and interfere with my frame of mind in getting 
ready for this trial. It hasn't worked yet, and it won't. 


We've been seeing in the united states, during the last ten 
years especially, increased state attacks against 
progressive organizations and liberation struggles - 4a 
continuation of the COINTELPRO-type programs we saw in the 
1960s and 1970s. I know that you as well as your comrades 
have a long history in above-ground activism before choosing 
to go underground and join the clandestine movement. Could 
you talk about why you made that decision to go underground? 
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As you mentioned, COINTELPRO taught us a big lesson, or it 
should have which I think a lot of people have actually 
forgotten. What COINTELPRO has done is shown that the 
united states government and its agencies will stoop very 
low and infiltrate all above ground organizations. Any 
progressive organization has been infiltrated. The fect 
that it was exposed and the state said "Now that you've 
busted us, we're not going to do it any more” is full of it. 
They just intensified it and covered it up more. 


A lot of us felt that to function in any kind of above- 
ground organization you might as well just write a report to 
the police because you've been infiltrated. A lot of us 
figured that the best way to function would be beyond the 
eyes and ears of the government. The only way to be able to 
do that is to join the armed clandestine movement and to go 
underground and assume different identities, which means 


‘also cutting yourselves off from the rest of your family and 


friends. Anyone who didn't come with you, you didn't 
contact ever again because then you're putting them in 
jeopardy. Basically that's why. A lot of us felt that ve 
could better function underground - do more, accomplish 
more, and not really have to worry about informers as much 
by going underground. 


Do you think..that lesson, the revelations about the 
organized state attacks on the movements, has been toa 
larĝe extent forgotten by the Left in north america? 


Well, I don't know if it's forgotten but the problem is that 


you don't know who in these organizations are informers. 
You don't Know who in the Left are paid informers. So- the 
problem with being above-ground is that anybody can 
infiltrate the organization, any above-ground organization. 
An effective informer - i.e a mole, to use their spy-talk - 
the state inserts someone into an organization and into a 
lifestyle early. on so that they establish extensive 
credentials and they would be the last person that you would 
look at as being an informer. Now I'm not naming names. 
I'm just saying how they do it in the spy-world, so let's 
interpret it and let's put it into the civilian world. You 
don't know who is reporting, it may be that the person with 
the best credentials is the one who's an informer. They 
have their fingers on the pulse of what every organization 
is doing and ve shouldn't think otherwise even for a minute. 
And I do think that some of the people on the Left do forget 
that there's a lot of informers out there paid by the 
government to inform on you and they've infiltrated a lot of 


organizations. 
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Another problem that I see In the Left Is that they forget 
to teach history, meaning that new people coming into the 
movement may not know about COINTELPRO. They need to be 
educated about COINTELPRO. The government says they stopped 
it, and. that's a lie. They say their not imperialists, but 
they are, you know. So for the government, which is totally 
corrupt, to say they've stopped the program just means 
they've found a way to cover it up even more. 


Of course we had the revelations in the mid-1980s, which 
were not as widely publicized as COINTELPRO which came at 
around the same time as the Watergate scandal, that the fbi 
again was monitoring and infiltrating the Central American 
solidarity groups and anti-intervention groups. A very 
similar kind of operation which was exposed only five years 
ago. 


Well, basically it was a successful program for them because 
they did sow a lot of bad seeds in a lot of good 
organizations by infiltrating them. They were able toeturn 
brother against brother and sister against sister. They 
were able to infiltrate organizations and kill key people. 
They killed a lot of Black Panther people and Black 
Liberation Army people. They totally disrupted a lot of 
other organizations. So for them it's been a successful 
program, so they're not going'to discontinue something 
that's been successful to that degree, they're just going to 
cover it up more. Just like you said about the Central 
American solidarity committees, it came to light in the 
1980s that they're still doing this. For us to think that 
they have stopped would be totally crazy. 


Do you think that we'll see a resurgence in clandestine 
organizing? 


It's hard to say. I think it's necessary for the reasons I 
gave - to be able to have any kind of successful 
organization could not be done publically. It could not be 
one-which follows the rules that the government lays down 
for people to organize because the rules that they lay down 
make it easy for them to subordinate any kind of 
organization. So we have to make up our own rules, and one 
of the ways to make up our own rules is to have groups, 
meetings, and organizations that function clandestinely. I 
think there's a need for it. IË you're asking if I see a 
resurgence in it, I haven't yet seen a resurgence but that 
doesn't mean that it isn't happening. I hope it is 
happening. 


